Hampshire Children and Families Forum — Basingstoke Branch

Minutes of the Autumn Term Branch Meeting of Hampshire Children and Families Forum,
Basingstoke Branch held at Aldworth Science College, Western Way South Ham Basingstoke
RG22 6AH, on Friday 2 May 2008 at 12.30pm to 2.00pm

Present: Caroline Keith — HCFF Co-ordinator Aldershot and Farnborough (Chairperson)

Brigid Bell - HCFF Co-ordinator Basingstoke and North Downs

Tracey Holloway — Aldworth Science College, Extended Services Officer
Jean Battle — Aldworth Science College, Manager Adult Community Learning
Tramayne Gibson — Basingstoke Portage Service, Portage Home Visitor
Alison Saunders — Resource Manager, Limington House School
Rashpaul Hothi — HCC Early Support

Nicky Blunden — Pre-school Learning Alliance

Marie Brewer — Basingstoke Play Limited

Janice Ampofo — Manager Pebbles Children’s Centre

Chris Marsh — Children’s Centre Co-ordinator Brighton Hill

Dennis Czech — Manager Buckskin Children’s Centre

Speaker:  Martin Goodwin, Extended Services Part  nership Manager

1. Welcome and Introductions

Caroline welcomed attendees to the meeting and introduced herself as Chairperson for
this meeting.

. Apologies

Apologies were received from Karen Williams, Debra Crook, Cheryl Bosworth, Diana
Barnes, Sharon Goodchild, Suzanne Shields, Lesley Allen

Tracey Holloway apologised for having to leave early.

. Speaker — Martin Goodwin, Extended Services Part  nership Manager

Brigid welcomed and introduced Martin to colleagues as Extended Services Partnership
Manager for Hampshire Special Schools.

Martin explained that there are 26 SEN schools in Hampshire. He explained the
government’s agenda, Every Special School Matters that is looking at services to
promote and implement the agenda core offer working in partnership across the county.
Consulting, identifying and planning new services would play a major part of his work.
The vision is for a joined up approach, working in partnership with statutory, community
and voluntary services, signposting, targeting and improving schools and outcomes for
families. There will be more emphasis on building links with voluntary services. Some
projects have been set up already and he gave examples such as a support group for
siblings of SEN children in Andover area. He will be building on initiatives for training
and supporting school staff.

He will be working closely with the project development team on the Aiming higher
Initiative and implementing the short breaks scheme and setting up Saturday schools
and after school schemes to provide after school care. A key factor will be working in
partnership with others, putting schools at the centre of the community

In Basingstoke, The Play Council will be providing a holiday scheme for children with
individual needs.

Martin is keen to hear from private partners who provide facilities for children with
individual needs and wish to access training. Martin can be contacted by email:
martin.Goodwin@salterns.hants.sch.uk




Brigid thanked Martin for a very informative talk.

4. Matters Arising from the last minutes
Minutes of the meeting were agreed.

5. Co-ordinators Report

HCFF BASINGSTOKE & DEANE CO-ORDINATORS REPORT
MAY 2008

HCEE COUNTY AND AREA MEETINGS

Last term a county meeting took place to focus on development of HCFF and service level
agreement with EECU. The grant has been agreed for a further year. The grant will enable
Hampshire Children and Families Forum to represent the views of Hampshire’s children, their
parents and families and those that provide for them at all levels of Local Government. It will
also enable them to give relevant information to parents and carers about local services and
events in conjunction with Children’s Services staff and other practitioners.

Hampshire Children and Families Forum works in partnership with the EECU and supports the
work of Children’s Centre Services to roll out the children’s centre agenda across Hampshire.

It has been agreed that the Chief Executive Cedric Riley be appointed for a further year.
HCFF has been split into three areas and this area will include Basingstoke, Hart, Rushmoor,
and East Hampshire

THE ALLIANCE
Free training courses for voluntary groups and community volunteers on safeguarding children
were a huge success. A formal report will be available shortly.

BASINGSTOKE VOLUNTARY SERVICES

Basingstoke Voluntary Services has been leading in an initiative to look at the delivery of
support services to the Voluntary and Community Sector in Basingstoke and Deane. The
group last met in April to look towards developing an action strategy to provide better services
for the VCS locally. | have attended meetings and been opted on to funding subgroup.

HOME-START NORTH WEST HAMPSHIRE
Home-Start has had an official launch during April and has a waiting list for family support.
Training of new volunteers has been completed and they will be supporting families shortly.

HOME-START NORTH-WEST HAMPSHIRE
SUITE 20, HART HOUSE,

PRIESTLEY ROAD, BASINGSTOKE,

HANTS. RG24 9PU.

TEL: 01256 812333 FAX: 01256 812320



E-mail: homestart-nwhants@tiscali.co.uk
Website: www.homestart-nwhampshire.org.uk

EECU Local Update
With the retirement of Mary Hogg taking place last term In the interim period Matt Charters,
County Childcare Coordinator - 01256 395095 -matthew.charters@hants.gov.uk is covering
the SDO role and leading the North Childcare Development team and therefore | would be
grateful in the first instance if your queries/communications are addressed to him on matters
that relate to the North area, especially in relation to the Children's Centres developments.

Childcare sufficiency survey
The results of the above assessment are now available on the website. The link they have
provided doesn't seem to work, but you can access the document by clicking on:

CHILDREN’'S CENTRES

Janice Ampofo is the Manager for Pebbles Children’s Centre at Popley
Janice.ampofo@hants.gov.uk

Dennis Czech is the Manager for Buckskin Children Centre at Chiltern School
Dennis.Czech@hants.gov.uk

CAMHS

HCFF will be organising 3 events across Hampshire during June to feedback on consultation
with families. One event will be held in Basingstoke and Caroline and myself will be
responsible for organising that event.

COMMON ASSESSMENT FRAMEWORK

The CAF steering group has now completed its work and further meetings with a few
representatives from the steering group will be working with the Locality Team to monitor
future progress.

Sue Hilden Admin Officer - Children's Services = Hampshire Educational Psychology
Service Fleet Local Office, Birch House, Barley Way, Fleet GU51 2YB 01252 814729 (Fax
01252 812363)

BASINGSTOKE DIRECTORY Data has
continued to be for the on line directory and each section goes live as it is completed.

FUTURE PROJECTS FOR HCFF

Extended Schools The Hurst Cluster

The Hurst Cluster would like HCFF to collect data on their behalf for the Tadley Area for
services and information that is going to support schools during the CAF process. With
approval, | will be working closely with Bob Horne, The Hurst Community Manager to provide
this information.

Fathers or DAD’s Group
| have been approached to help set up a local Dad’s Group in Basingstoke and would like to
look at forming a steering group to get this project off the ground.




Baby Group at St Joseph’s Toddler Group South Ham

This very successful toddler group have a waiting list from new parents wishing to set up a
baby group in the afternoon session on Wednesdays. Practical support from those who can
help to run the session and pack away is required.

ON LINE INFORMATION FOR FATHERS
New top-quality information service for fathers
The Fatherhood Institute is delighted to introduce a new and absolutely unique information
service for fathers: Dad Infa
Originally the brainchild of the Fatherhood Institute, Dad Infois now a separate company
solely and totally focused on providing high quality informati on to fathers and is made
up of:
» a website , www.dad.info(which went live on 3 March 2008 and will soon have local pages for
subscribing local areas
» an email service for each individual father linked to the birth-date of each of his children,
which he can activate by registering on www.dad.info
« Dad cards (credit-card sized fold-out Z-cards) which have been produced for Children’s
Centres and other services working with fathers of young children - order here
» Dad posters to contribute to making settings father-inclusive - order along with the Dad
Cards here

EVERY DISABLED CHILD MATTERS

We are delighted to announce that yesterday the government responded to EDCM's calls for a
right to short breaks , by creating a new legal duty on local authorities to provide short
breaks to support families with disabled children.

The duty has been described as a 'historic moment' in improving services for disabled
children and their families - and we would like to say a huge 'thank you' to all our supporters
that have backed our calls for a clearer right to short breaks . Read our news story for more
detail:

http://www.edcm.org.uk/shortbreaksduty

While this is a huge step forward , the new duty is not likely to go as far as creating a new
legal right to short breaks for individual families. EDCM will continue to campaign - with your
support - for further changes to the law.

We would also like to say thank you to all those that have taken part in our winter fuel action
by emailing their MP. Although the extension of winter fuel payments to families with young
disabled children was not announced as part of the budget statement last week, EDCM is
meeting with the Director of the government's Child Poverty Unit this week to take this
forward. We will keep you posted...

You can find out more at: http://www.edcm.org.uk/winterfuel

The progress on short breaks shows that your involvement in EDCM campaign actions has a
crucial impact on government policy

Please visit our Get Involved page at http://www.edcm.org.uk/getinvolvei see how else you
can help make change happen for disabled children and their families.

All our supporters are also encouraged to email your MP through The Children's Society
website, asking them to support calls for disabled children in care to have access to
independent advocacy , to ensure they can get their views across. Please go to:
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/campaigns




As always, if you have any questions about any of these actions or the campaign, please get in
touch

All best wishes
Pam

More from EDCM:
News story: Short breaks - a legal duty
http://www.edcm.org.uk

News story: EDCM welcomes child poverty measures in Budget
http://www.edcm.org.uk/Page.asp?originx_8517nb_9@54720430z48g_20083124852¢g

News story: EDCM supports calls for independent advocacy
http://www.edcm.org.uk/Page.asp?originx_7366pc_%7192350434f87e 20083114358k

To find out if your Local Authority have signed up to our charter please go to
http://www.edcm.org.uk/lacharterlist

To find out if your PCT have signed up to our charter please go to
http://www.edcm.org.uk/pctcharterlist

If you have received this in error, or no longer wish to receive these updates please reply to this email with
‘'unsubscribe' in the subject header

Pamela Shaw

Campaigns Assistant

Every Disabled Child Matters
National Children's Bureau

8 Wakley Street

London EC1V 7QE

Direct Line: 020 7843 6318
Fax: 020 7843 6313
www.edcm.org.uk

CDC is part of Every Disabled Child Matters, a newnpaign fighting for rights and justice for every
disabled child. Please sign up to support the caanpsow at http://www.edcm.org.uk, and ask
everyone you know to do the same

This e-mail, including any attachments transmitted with it, is intended for the named recipient(s) only; it may also
be confidential. If you are not the intended recipient you must not disclose, copy or distribute any part of this e-
mail. If you have received this e-mail in error please notify the sender.

Any views or opinions are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect those of the National Children's
Bureau. We reserve the right to monitor all e-mail messages passing through our systems.

National Children's Bureau, 8 Wakley Street
London EC1V 7QE United Kingdom

Tel : +44(0)20 7843 6000
Fax : +44(0)20 7278 9512

Web : http://www.ncb.org.uk

Your support is vital to the Campaign to End Child Poverty. Please join us now in asking the Chancellor to make
the next budget, a budget to end child poverty.

Visit www.endchildpoverty.org.uk/action




Newsletter

Brigid invited everyone to submit articles for the newsletter and advised that the
Deadline would now be 12 February 2008. Newsletters will be received back from the
printers for distribution week commencing w.c. 5 March 2008.

Data Input for Website
New data is being added to the website as it is received.

Website

Brigid advised attendees of the HCFF website and asked for items for this. Brigid
explained about the opportunity for information sharing to a wider audience and pointed
out that the branch website has a calendar and bulletin page especially for groups
working with families. http://mww.hcff.org.uk

Local Issues/Information Exchange

Janice Ampofo Pebbles Children’s Centre Manager

Janice advised that her temporary office had been set up in the community office at
Everest College and she can be contacted at Janice.ampofo@hants.gov.uk The Pebbles
children’s centre is out in the community running groups at Melrose Hall, Base 2000 and
Popley Fields Community Centre and these are running well. Some people are self
referring as the venues are near their home. We are running CPCK courses and ESOL
for parents.

The work on the permanent building is started and the playground at Chineham Park
School has been dug up and it is hope that the building will be ready at the end of July
with a focus for September opening.

Chris Marsh, Brighton Hill Children’s Centre Co-ord inator

Chris advised that she had been appointed in May 2008 to cover the Brighton Hill and
Grove areas. She is working out of Manor Field Infant School and conducting a
consultation 1-1 regarding awareness of children’s centre to families. It is planned for
the centre to open 7.5 hours per day but this will be flexible to reflect what the
community needs. There will also be an outreach centre at the Beechdown site. Chris
can be contacted on Christine.marsh@hants.gov.uk

Dennis Czech, Buckskin Children’s Centre Manager

Dennis reflected on the corporate issues affecting the Children’s Centres and said that
the five centres would be working together on issues that concerned all Children’s
Centres across Basingstoke. He is working primarily on branding and how to depict this,
and presenting the image. Dennis plans to start presenting this at the beginning of July
2008. Dennis is also working well with the extended schools programme. He can be
contacted at dennis.Czech@hants.gov.uk

Oakridge Co-ordinator

Will be appointed in July 2008.

South Ham Co-ordinator

Interviews will take place shortly.

Rashpaul Hothi ESP Co-ordinator

Rashpaul is the Early Support Programme Co-ordinator focusing on early intervention
and the family of young disabled children, offering support tailored to the families needs.
Rashpaul is based with the Portage team at present and will be based in one of the
children’s centres in the future. She can be contacted on rashpaul.hothi@hants.gov.uk
Nicky Blunden PLA




10.

Nicky advised that the Pre-schools were being supported to implement the Early Years
Foundation Stage curriculum, which will be implemented in September 2008.This is
called “Back to Play” and will be the main curriculum for all early years settings.

Marie Brewer Basingstoke Play Council Manager

Marie explained that Basingstoke Play Council is a Childcare provider for after school
provision and holiday schemes. She is also working closely with Limington House and
Saxon Wood special schools to provide Saturday care and play for SEN children. They
are also providing a host of play schemes across Basingstoke and Deane during the
summer holidays. They are organising a fun day in National Play week on 6 August.
The theme will be ‘Give it a go’ encouraging children to try something new and
challenge the over-protective culture children now find themselves in. This will be held
at Eastrop Park.

Brigid thanked Caroline for chairing the meeting and Jean for the use of the venue.

Date and Time of next meeting

The next meeting of Hampshire Children and Families forum will take place on Friday
19 September at 12.30 noon at Aldworth Science College, Western Way,

Basingstoke RG22 6HA. Please telephone Brigid Bell on 01256 421819 or email
Basingstoke@hcff.org.uk should you wish to make your apologies or have any items put
on the Agenda for discussion.




